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WELCOME!

Dear readers,

We are delighted to welcome 
you to the first issue of  the 
LACTLD Report.
This publication stems from 
the Association’s interest in 
fostering a dialogue on domain 
name issues with a regional 
flavor. In particular, we wish to 
highlight Latin American and 
Caribbean ccTLD management 
and responsibility in the 
regional and global environment 
in which we work. Our aim is to 
produce two annual issues. We 
are hoping to include a lot of  
contributions from each and 
every one of  our members and 

friends, as well as from regional domain name stakeholders. In this first 
installment we wanted to devote significant space to introducing both 
LACTLD members (for they are the Association’s raison d’être) and the 
Regional Organizations that represent ccTLDs in other continents, namely, 
AFTLD, APTLD, and CENTR.
This year two of  the oldest ccTLDs in the region, .ar and .cl, celebrated 
their 25th anniversary. We would like to congratulate them once again. In 
addition, following a worldwide trend in second-level registration, .sv, .gt, 
and .uy have developed a policy to implement this innovation in 2012. Here 
they tell us how they did it.
Times are changing for the Internet global ecosystem in the wake of  the 
World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT). 2013 
promises to be equally intense in the area of  Internet governance, in part 
because of  ICANN’s new role and its increasing interest in approaching 
regions such as Latin America and the Caribbean and Africa. Fadi Chehadé 
and Rodrigo de la Parra are heading the implementation of  a strategy to 
work with our region. We will assist them in their efforts and promote the 
participation of  all our members so as to strengthen ties among us that 
will benefit both LACTLD and the global Internet community.
We hope that this first issue of  the LACTLD Report will become another 
tool to support the community outreach work carried out by LACTLD and 
by each of  our registries.

Best wishes,
Eduardo Santoyo
President, LACTLD 
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ICANN
NEW
SEASON

One of  the great things about the 
Internet is its ability to break down 
geographical barriers and allow 
information, commerce and social 
discourse to flow freely. It is important 
that the governance of  the Internet 
takes place in the same borderless 
environment - one that is open to all.

ICANN was built on the multistakeholder 
model – a model that says if  you use 
the Internet, you have a voice in how 
it is governed. And today, ICANN has 
renewed its commitment to that model 
and begun a new season, one in which 
we go out into the world to establish 
roots and vines everywhere. This new 
growth will be resilient and localized, 
able to thrive in different types of  soil 
and environments. 

I’ve spoken in recent weeks about 
the need for ICANN to work beyond 
its United States facilities and go to 
the world. In the future, you will see 
us opening offices in more countries, 
sending our people out into the 
communities and switching our focus 
from internal myopia to external 
engagement.
Engaging the world in Internet 
governance is critical and I want to 

do everything I can as CEO to make it 
easier for people to get involved with 
ICANN. We will invite more people to our 
dialogues, make it easier to understand 
our structures, and internationalize our 
activities so that more people can be 
part of  this great mission with which we 
are entrusted.

Of  course, we are not the only entity 
responsible for the Internet’s operation. 
We have a distinct and limited mission as 
part of  an ecosystem of  organizations 

that play important roles in Internet 
governance.  That ecosystem includes 
country-code top-level domains, which 

often are on the front lines of  local 
Internet governance. They can teach us 
much about truly local engagement in 
these important issues. Newsletters, like 
this one, allow the Internet community 
to share information and ideas that 
benefit all of  us involved in Internet 
governance.

Internet governance might sound dull or 
complex, but no one doubts the amazing 
power of  the Internet to transform lives. 
While we spend our time talking about 
technical or policy issues, we are really 
ensuring that this wonderful resource 
is readily available to all the people on 
the planet.  I like to think of  the Internet 
as an oasis where anyone can come to 
build their dreams. 

My job, as ICANN’s new CEO, is to 
make sure that we are working with all 
organizations within the ecosystem to 
keep the Internet free and open for all. It 
is to make sure that we remove barriers 
and become a thriving, collaborative 
global organization. I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to share these thoughts and 
ideas in LACTLD’s inaugural newsletter. 
I believe this is the beginning of  a new 
season of  information sharing and 
openness.

“Engaging the world in Internet governance is critical 
and I want to do everything I can as CEO to make it 
easier for people to get involved with ICANN”

By Fadi Chehadé
President and CEO
ICANN

“I like to think of  
the Internet as an 
oasis where anyone 
can come to build 
their dreams”

COLUMNS
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TOWARD A LATIN 
AMERICAN AND 
CARIBBEAN 
STRATEGY
The community in the region is actively participating in 
the development of  an action plan so that ICANN can add 
value to their activities.

At one of  our informal sessions with Latin 
American and Caribbean representatives 
at the Prague ICANN meeting, the idea 
was born to develop a strategy for 
the region that would help increase 
its participation in ICANN’s multi-
stakeholder model both qualitatively 
and quantitatively. In my role as ICANN’s 
liaison with the region, I set to work to 
design a survey with a twofold goal: to 
identify strengths, weaknesses, and 
opportunities regarding the region’s 
participation in ICANN, and to gather 
suggestions about objectives and lines 
of  action that might serve as a basis 
for our strategic plan. Once I developed 
a questionnaire that met both goals, I 
made it available to the community in 
order to receive feedback. Contributions 
to the survey served as the basis for a 
working paper that I wrote and sent to 
all stakeholders in the region. 

As a result, for the first time in the 
organization’s history the ICANN 
meeting agenda (for the Toronto 
meeting) included a session on Latin 
America and the Caribbean. During this 
session representatives of  the various 
regional stakeholders shared ideas on 
the strategy they should implement 
to establish specific objectives and 

lines of  action to which ICANN may 
add value, and to plan activities and 
initiatives that this agency may support. 
The community is currently part of  
a working group that will develop the 
Strategic Plan, and this group obviously 
includes representatives from the 
region’s ccTLDs. 

LACTLD friends, I thank all those who 
have participated in this project to 
date, and invite you to continue your 
involvement in this project. In ICANN’s 
view, Latin American and Caribbean 
ccTLDs are a cornerstone of  Internet 
development in the region. Let us take 
this opportunity to generate synergies 
with the other groups represented in 
ICANN. 

Finally, I would like to congratulate 
you on this great initiative. These 
platforms are undoubtedly very useful 
to share information and produce the 
knowledge needed to keep this great 
ccTLD community up-to-date and at 
the forefront while informing the other 
organizations in our ecosystem about 
the activities organized by LACTLD and 
its members.

Please consider me a regular contributor.  

By Rodrigo de la Parra
Vice President for Latin 
America and the Caribbean
ICANN

“Latin American 
and Caribbean 
ccTLDs are a 
cornerstone 
of  Internet 
development 
in the region. 
Let us take this 
opportunity 
to generate 
synergies with 
the other groups 
represented in 
ICANN” 

COLUMNS
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A NETWORK 
WITH TEAM 
MYSTIC
The region registries have many stories, different 
pasts and projects. Here they present themselves.

.ai / Anguilla 
The ccTLD .AI is the top level country domain for Anguilla.  It is managed by 
the Ministry of  Infrastructure, Communications and Utilities (MICUH) of  the 
Government of  Anguilla. It is possible to register domain names under .ai, .com.
ai, net.ai and .org.ai. It has open direct registration in the second and third levels  
since September 2009. Up until July 2012 it had more than 4000 domain names 
with an inter-annual growth of  33%, one of  the five highest in the Latin American 
and Caribbean region.

.ar / Argentina
NIC.ar was created in 1987 operating at the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs and 
Culture until December 2011, when it was delegated by Presidential Decree to 
the Legal and Technical Secretariat of  the National Presidency.
NIC.ar is the second largest registry in terms of  domain name volume and 
occupies the 9th position in the global ranking. It is one of  the few ccTLDs in 
the world which do not yet charge services fees for domain names.  .ar accepts 
registrations under the third level: .com.ar, .gov.ar, .tur.ar, .mil.ar, int.ar, org.ar 
and has some second level domain names destined for specific uses.
NIC.ar is implementing substantial changes in its internal structure, client 
service platforms and the development of  technical infrastructure to meet the 
strategic plans for the consolidation of  the service. 

.aw / Aruba 
Aruba is a small island that seeks to maintain a strong business presence 
with its own individual domain name extension of  .AW. The island’s premier 
telecommunications company, SETAR N.V., introduced the top-level country 
code domain in 1995, and it remains responsible for its administration.
In 2013, SETAR will launch a campaign to help further propagate its use in the 
business community. The campaign comes in response to new market trends 
and the demand by local companies for recognition in the Internet space. The 
Internet country code of  .AW is viewed as a valuable commodity in further 
establishing Aruba’s reputation among its international business partners.
SETAR continuously brings innovation and the newest technologies to the Aruban 

WHO WE ARE

Crefton Niles

Gustavo Justich

Alvin Boekhoudt
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community with the latest in products and services of  the highest quality, and 
at the best possible price. 

.bo / Bolivia 
NIC Bolivia is part of  the Agency for the Development of  the Information in the 
country (ADSIB, in Spanish). It is a decentralized unit under the Vicepresidency 
of  Bolivia, with technical and administrative independence.
In 1990 the Bolivian Communications Data Network (BolNet) registered .bo as 
the country code. With this milestone, Bolivia achieved its own name to register 
and control websites and email created online under the .bo extension. Bolnet 
was the first website in the country. In 1996 Bolnet was registered officially 
under IANA as the country operator for .bo and in March 2002, Bolnet became 
part of  ADSIB by Presidential Decree. That same year the operator NIC Bolivia 
was created.
The current domain name structure comprises:.com.bo, .net.bo, .org.bo, .gob.
bo, .edu.bo, .mil.bo, .int.bo and .tv.bo. In October 2012 .bo had 8667 domain 
names. 

.br / Brazil  
It was delegated on 18 April 1989, before the arrival of  the Internet to Brazil and 
was initially used by the Brazilian academic network. Its structure was defined in 
1991, with the first TCP/IP connections. It has a closed second level with several 
domains to attend different social segments. It is only available for persons and 
firms in Brazil. http://nic.br 
.br is a “thick” registry which maintains a direct relationship with the registrants 
and at the same time it is open to registrars which facilitate the registration. 
Domain name registrations are available on periods ranging from 1 to 10 years 
and it provides an optional free DNS service which includes DNSSEC.
In terms of  growth, the first million domain names was registered in September 
2006, the second in February 2010 and the third in August 2012. http://registro.
br/estatisticas.html
NIC is a non-profit organization which redirects its profits to different Internet 
initiatives, in line with the criteria established by the Brazilian Internet Steering 
Committee. To accomplish this it produces  statistical surveys, implementation 
of  Internet Exchange Points and courses on network security and technology 
issues, as well as the dissemination of  the legal time in Brazil, IPv6 and DNSSEC.
http://cgi.br ; http://cetic.br ; http://cert.br :http://ptt.br ;http://ntp.br 
;http://ipv6.br

.bz / Belize
NIC .bz was created on 3 September 1991 under IANA records. It is operated 
by University Management Ltd of  the University of  Belize. Its registry structure 
is open at the second level (.bz), and also in the third level under .com.bz; org.
bz and net.bz.
The registry positions itself  in the business world, as its extension makes a direct 
reference to this sector and particularly for Internet entrepreneurs. It’s ccTLD 
that works with registrars and has implemented the UDRP as for domain name 
disputes. A domain name under .bz can initially be registered for a period of  
1-10 years. NIC .bz is the largest ccTLD in the Central American and Caribbean 
region with 47.000 domain names in October 2012.
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.cl / Chile 
NIC Chile’s origins date back to the decade of  the 1980’s when a group of  
scientists and researchers at the University of  Chile incorporated an emerging 
network of  computers to communicate with universities in different parts of  the 
world. They soon realized there was no manager to run the extension of  domain 
names for Chile. In 1987 IANA delegated the operations of  these functions to the 
Department of  Sciences and Computing of  the University of  Chile.
It was not until 1997 when the first 1000 domain names were registered. Since 
2003, the average annual growth is 18% and the second week of  December 
2012 .cl reached 400,000 domain names.
NIC Chile decided to create a new regulation for .cl with a new set of  policies to 
streamline with industry standards and trends, particularly with regards to the 
registry/registrar model based on the EPP protocol. A new client platform of  
services is also being developed.
NIC Chile collaborates with the stability of  the DNS at a global level by putting 
its infrastructure to the service of  other ccTLDs (such as .VE, .ES, .PA and .CR) 
in order to provide secondary servers in a cluster with high availability.

.co / Colombia 
On 7 February 2010, after being operated for 19 years by the University of  the 
Andres it was delegated to .CO Internet SAS following a Registry-Registrar model. 
This was after a long and global public discussion about the role of  different 
national and international players in the management of  the .co domain name. 
According to the current administrative model, the Ministry of  Information and 
Communications Technologies of  Colombia, with the support of  an Advisory 
Committee, determines the policies related to the delegation of  domain 
names. While in February 2010 there were 28,000 registered domain names, in 
November 2012 this number almost reached 1,4 million.
.co not only supports the Fund for ICT development in Colombia, but it also 
contributes with the development of  the local Internet community with its active 
participation in activities that promote the programs involved in the development 
and use of  these technologies.

.cr / Costa Rica 
The registry was created on 10 September 1990. NIC Costa Rica is a unit of  
the National Academy of  Sciences that has the mission to manage the domain 
names under .cr and to lead and collaborate in projects which serve to improve 
the Internet in the country. The opening of  the domain names under the second 
level  in 2007 had an important impact in the expansion of  the registry. In the 
past years new technologies such as EPP, DNSSEC, native IPv6 and the FRED 
system have been implemented which have been key to sustain a high quality of  
service. The successful organization of  ICANN 43 in Costa Rica also added to its 
positioning at a national and international level.
The average growth rate on a yearly basis is 5% and up until November 2012 it 
amounted to 14,640 domain names. The future plans are to attain higher growth 
levels nationally, as there is yet scope for it. This will imply a sustained marketing 
effort and local strategic alliances. The registry will also shortly launch its new 
website which will incorporate a friendlier client interphase and new services.

Patricio Poblete

Eduardo Santoyo

Rosalia Morales

WHO WE ARE
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.cu / Cuba   
CUBANIC, the Cuban Network Information Center is the registry responsible for 
the management of  .cu, which provides its service through CENIAInternet, a 
network that belongs to CITMATEL, which is part of  the Ministry of  Science, 
Technology and Environment.
CUBANIC was created in June 1998 and it currently manages 1,625 domain 
names. Besides its task of  administrating domain names under .cu, CUBANIC has 
the objective of  permanently promoting and developing computer information 
services for Cuban society.
Since its origins, CUBANIC has maintained a strict policy of  verifying potential 
conflicts and interferences between the requests of  domain names and 
registered trademarks in the country, which has resulted in no complaints or 
litigation procedures.

.cw / Curaçao
The .AN domain name started in 1994 for the Netherlands Antilles (CURACAO, 
Bonaire, Saint Marten, Saba and Saint Eustatius). It started very small with less 
than 100 domain names, since the Internet was just starting to develop on the 
islands.
The university of  the Netherlands Antilles then had the registry reorganized 
and managed by the ICT department in 1999 and since then the number of  
domain names started to grow and reached 800 domain names. The growth is 
not very fast yet, since we see about 35 to 50 increase per year. However since 
the Netherlands Antilles has been dissolved on October 10, 2010 (and CURAÇAO 
was born) it is not expected more growth, but a transition from .AN to .CW 
domain names.
The registry is now working on a promotion for the .CW domain names on the 
island by making the local entities aware of  the identification role of  a ccTLD. By 
moving over to a more automated registration process the registry will be able to 
serve the local community better.
More information about .CW:  http://www.iana.org/reports/2011/
cw-report-20111003.html,http://ccnso.icann.org/announcements/
announcement-02may12-en.htm, https://community.icann.org/pages/
viewpage.action?pageId=31173395 and http://www.icann.org/en/news/
announcements/announcement-13mar12-en.htm 

.do / Dominican Republic 
In 1991 the IANA delegated the administration of  the TLD.DO to the ‘Pontificia 
Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra’, a private university established in the 
Dominican Republic. To serve these functions, NIC.DO was created in order to 
promote the services of  information and domain name registry.
Initially these operations were executed by the University of  Puerto Rico. In 1997 
the necessary infrastructure for the NIC’s operation was established, its domain 
registration policies were created and the mechanism for fee charges. Since then, 
NIC.DO has integrated with the global Internet community with its participation 
in related organizations, such as ICANN, LACTLD, LACNIC and others.
In order to contribute with the development and growth of  the use of  the Internet 
in the country, since September 2009 it offers free domain names for government 
with the extensions .gob.do, gov.do and mil.do. This measure determined that 
governmental domain names grew by 47% since then.  An overview of  its general 
growth trends shows that while in 2003 there were 4,897 domain names under 
.DO, it will close the year with 25,600.

Carlos Ferro

Leendert Pengel

Clara Collado
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Raquel Isaula

Victor Abboud

.ec / Ecuador 
The domain name registration of  .EC was created in 1991 and it is administered 
by NIC.EC. .EC domain names may be registered directly under .EC, as well as in 
the third level under .com.ec and .info.ec, among others. In October 2012, there 
were almost 33.000 registered domains and an annual average growth of  13%. 
Domains may be directly registered on the NIC.EC website as well as with various 
local and international registrars.
The registry participates in the organization of  a variety of  training workshops 
for the Internet community of  Ecuador and on 2012 NIC.EC was the local host 
of  the LACTLD General Assembly and Policies Workshop in Quito. 

.gt / Guatemala 
In 1992 the Administration of  the .gt ccTLD was delegated to the ‘Universidad 
del Valle Guatemala’ (UVG). There was no authorization to deploy the Internet in 
the country at the time due to the telecommunications monopoly in place. For 
this reason the DNS service for .gt was managed by UUNet in Virginia, U.S.A. 
until December 1995, with the end of  the monopoly, that the Internet and DNS 
services were introduced in the country. Even so, there was no connectivity at the 
UVG, so the National Council of  Science and Technology operated it for five years 
and registered 998 domain names.
In 2000, the register finally arrived to UVG. In November 2012 .gt accounted for 
12,638 registered names. Among the most prominent strategies to promote the 
registry’s growth are the reduction of  the registration fee and the decision to 
offer names for free for educational and government organizations under .edu.
gt, .gob.gt and .mil.gt for free. In On March 2012 .gt opened to registration under 
the second level and introduced IDNs.  

.hn / Honduras

.hn ccTLD was created on 18 September 1998 as a United Nations Program 
PNUD-SDNP. Between 2008 and 2011, the annual growth rate was 20% and to 
date there are 6.659 domains. 
To promote the registry’s growth, in 2013 the implementation of  online payment 
will take place and an additional Anycast cloud will be incorporated besides 
the two existing ones. Plus, with the help of  the company LogicBoxes, that 
specializes on web consulting products, in order to offer new services and a 
better deliverables to current and potential users.
On the October the 1st the registry’s platform migrated from Afilias to Cocca with 
the support of  its director Garth Miller, since this platform is better suited with 
the 2013 projected strategy and allows to improve the ccTLD’s administration.  

.ht / Haití 
Upon its establishment in March 1997, the .ht ccTLD was delegated by Dr.Jon 
Postel (then in charge of  the IANA function at the Information Sciences Institute) 
to HINTELFOCUS.
In March 2002, ICANN received an expression of  interest to re-delegate the 
.ht ccTLD to the Consortium FDS/RDDH. The Government of  Haiti supported 
this request through the Haitian Ministry of  Public Works,Transport and 
Communications (MTPTC), which recognized the Consortium FDS/RDDH as 
the appropriate delegate for the .ht ccTLD. ICANN expressed interest to have 
Consortium FDS/RDDH as the formal delegate for the .ht ccTLD.
The formal request of  the Consortium FDS/RDDH for the redelegation of  .ht 
Top Level Domain was approved on January 2004. Domain names with the .ht 
extension have been managed since May 19, 2004 by the Consortium FDS/
RDDH and they are available to any company or individual.

Luis Furlan

WHO WE ARE
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Dr. Armando Jipsion

Rolando Toledo

.mx / Mexico 
The .mx ccTLD was created in 1989 and in the last five years the annual average 
registration increase has been 20%.
Up until November 2012, 617,165 domain registrations were accounted, 27.8% 
of  which were directly under .mx which was opened in 2009. This policy change 
was a milestone in NIC Mexico’s history, as until that year direct registrations 
under.mx were only available to educational institutions.  Since then, any person 
or company may register a domain under that extension. 
In order to encourage the expansion of  registrations directly under .mx price 
promotions and advertising campaigns were made in order to raise awareness 
about the benefits of  having an Internet presence. To continue growing, the 
future plan is to increase day by day the Internet user’s knowledge about the 
register’s services and to continue working to maintain and improve its quality. 

.ni / Nicaragua
NIC .ni operates at the National Computer Center of  the National Engineering 
University. As the national country code extension of  Nicaragua, it was opened 
and delegated in 1988 upon request of  the National University of  Engineering 
before IANA. This request was supported by technical conditions which granted 
OAS support, Spanish cooperation and international access to servers secured 
by the national telecommunications company, TELCOR at the time, now ENITEL.
.ni is the second country code delegated in Latin America by IANA and its 
operational principles are regulated by RFC 1591.
NIC.ni is a non-profit organization with the purpose of  promoting the use of  the 
Internet in Nicaragua. In October 2012 .ni had 6.931 domain names.

.pa / Panama 

.pa ccTLD has been operating since August 17 1994 at the ‘Technologic 
University of  Panama’ through the PANNet network and its NIC Panamá unit. It 
serves to promote Internet development in the country and at the benefit of  the 
global community.
In October 2012 NIC Panama had 8,083 domain mane registrations. From 1994 
to 2000 the annual average growth was 227 percent and from 2001 to 2012, 
14,6%.
In those years, the registry has introduced several actions, both to promote 
Internet stability and safety as well as more uses of  the .pa domain extension. 
In 2003 it promoted the creation of  an Advisory Council formed by private, 
public, civil society, academic and research organizations in order to guide the 
organization on the strategy and policies and which provides recommendations 
for NIC Panama that contribute with the achievement of  its goals and the Internet 
uptake of  the country. 
Next year there will be a new web application and the registry will open up 
registrations at the second level domain.

.pe  / Peru 
On November 25 1991 IANA assigned the .pe domain name administration to 
the ‘Scientific Peruvian Network’ (RCP in Spanish). .pe is responsible of  ensuring 
the normal operation of  the technical elements of  the DNS so that in this way 
Internet users may correctly validate their domain names addresses. For this 
purpose, it is in charge of  delegating domain name extensions at the second and 
third level, as well as supervising the distribution of  technical identifiers used 
in the operations of  the Internet. Up until November 2012 there were 65,310 
active domain names, of  which 31,911 were.com.pe and 26,572 .pe. The other 
subdomains are .edu.pe, org.pe, .gob.pe, .nom.pe, .mil,pe and .sld.pe.

Oscar Robles
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.pr / Puerto Rico 
The organization that manages the Puerto Rico ccTLD is Gauss Research 
Laboratory Inc, a corporation organized by the same laws of  the Puerto Rico 
Commonwealth. It is the entity responsible for providing a safe and stable 
management of  the .pr domain. As a part of  it’s commitment to contribute with 
technologically relevant standards, NIC .pr has implemented IPV6 technologies, 
Anycast and DNSSEC.

.py / Paraguay 
NIC Paraguay initiated its activities in 1991 under the institutional umbrella of  
the National University of  Asunción –through its National Computer Center – and 
the Catholic University of  Asunción– through its Electronic Digital Lab.
Although it was not until 1995 that NIC.py had a dedicated Internet connection, 
the first operational years were supported in a sponsored way by using non-
permanent connections to the world network. 
While Internet usage levels in the country are growing at a sustained rate, and 
with them the demand for domain name registrations, NIC.py has the mission to 
backup and empower that evolution by projects referred to security, technological 
upgrading and other operational facts, while maintaining its community service 
vocation that is materialized by the efforts to socialize and educate on the 
potentials of  Internet usage and adoption, and particularly in the service of  
domain name delegation.

.sv / El Salvador 
SVNet emerged in 1994 in an informal way, as it was the name that was used 
when the delegation requested the .SV top-level domain as well as an IP address 
block equivalent to a class B. Eight years later, on October 4th 2002, SVNet 
Association obtained its legal status as a non-profit private association. Although 
its main address is at the José Simeón Cañas Central American University, it is 
completely independent. 
As a strategy to promote domain name registrations, registration under .SV was 
for free for final users during the first eight years of  the registry’s operation and 
those registrations did not have an expiration date. In January 2004, it started to 
charge for registrations and established discount fees according to the amount 
of  years requested.
As a way to return to the local Internet community the support received as the 
local registry, SVNet is looking towards contributing further to the development 
of  the country, for example through its scholarship program in three higher 
education institutions, among other actions. 

.sx / Sint Marteen   
The .SX TLD is one of  the newest to go online. The .SX Registry is an outcome 
of  the dissolution of  the Netherlands Antilles, which gave birth to the new 
autonomous country of  Sint Marteen on October 10, 2010.  
On December 9th 2011, ICANN granted the accreditation to SX Registry SA and 
six days after that the first domain name to be registered went online.  
Having only been online for a few months, there is no data available to establish 
trends. Nevertheless it is possible to confirm that there are several thousands of  
names already registered.
Today the .SX Domain Names are available on 43 Accredited Registrar websites 
in at least 20 different languages and in countless different currencies.  
The Registry has developed a B2C website so that it could promote the benefits 
of  the .SX extension to potential users and refer them to the most appropriate 
registrar according to their needs.
Most registries of  such small countries are normally a financial burden to its 

WHO WE ARE
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Ida Holz

Jesus Rivera

Affiliates

.cat Fundación punt.cat

.com VeriSign Global Registry Services

.de DENIC

.es Red.es

.info Afilias

.org Public Interest Registry

.pt Fundaçao para a Computaçao Científica Nacional

.us NeuStar Inc.

government.  The Registry´s next mission is to be a source of  revenue instead, as 
a portion of  all our revenues has been earmarked for education.

.uy / Uruguay 
On September 10 1990 IANA delegated to the ‘Central Computing Service’ at 
the University of  the Republic (SeCIU), the administration of  the .uy domain 
extension.
The .uy ccTLD is considered to provide a public service for the whole country’s 
community as well as the global Internet community. From its beginning, six 
subdomains were defined for domain name registration: edu.uy, org.uy, net.uy, 
gub.uy, mil.uy and com.uy. In November 1994, the .com.uy administration was 
delegated to the National Telecommunication Administration (ANTEL).
The registration number under the defined subdomains started to grow constantly 
and the past June, it exceeded 37,000 domain names. As a result of  the opening 
of  second level domain .uy that took place last July 10th to November, there are 
now more than 74.000 registered domains. 
Currently the registry is working on providing more security to the .uy domain 
system by enabling DNSSEC protocol scheduled for the second half  of  2013, 
and enabling IDN type names for those that have accents and the “ñ” character.

.ve  / Venezuela 
At the beginning of  the 90s, IANA delegated the ccTLD of  Venezuela to the 
National Council of  Scientific and Technological Research (CONICIT). At first it 
was at the Automated Service of  Scientific and Technical Information (SAICYT) 
and from 1995 at the Academic Network of  Research Centers and National 
Universities (REACCIUN), that was founded by CONICIT and other thirteen 
national universities.
Three years later, NIC.ve was formally created and on 22 March 2000 the National 
Center of  Information (CNTI) absorbed the human capital and the technology 
platform services provided by REACCIUN. On January 2007 the Ministry of  
Popular Power for Telecommunications and Information Technology was created 
and it appointed the National Telecommunication Commission (CONATEL) to 
manage the Network Information Center of  the Bolivarian Republic of  Venezuela 
.VE. The transfer of  NIC.ve became effective on 16 September 2008. From 1998 
until September 2012.



14 • LACTLD

LACTLD is a Regional Organization with 
sister organizations in Europe, Asia 
Pacific and Africa.  

Centr / Europe

CENTR’s key mission is to provide 
ccTLDs in Europe with a platform that 
allows them to exchange information 
and best practices. In addition CENTR 
acts as an exchange and knowledge 
center for information from and to other 
organisations (such as ICANN) and 
institutions (such as the European Union).

Among the main achievements of  
2012, one that was very important is 
to have launched a new website which 
incorporates improved survey tools, a 
better content management system and 
a secure directory for the members.
CENTR has also succeeded in its efforts 
to bring European ccTLDs closer to their 
government’s representatives in the GAC 
and launched an information campaign 
about the ccTLD industry and the key 
issues we are dealing with.
In order to improve synergies and 
exchanges between the different CENTR 
working groups, a workshop week 
in Frankfurt was organized. Legal & 
Regulatory, Technical, Administrative, 
Security, R&D and the marketing working 
group brought together 200 specialists 
from across our membership.
About the challenges for European 
ccTLDs, Peter Vergote, Chair of  CENTR 
and Legal & Administrator Manager at 
.BE (DNS Belgium), explains: “From 
2013 and beyond, ccTLDs will have to 
reinvent themselves in an environment 
that will have been altered significantly 
with the introduction of  new gTLDs. In 
addition, ccTLDs need to be watchful 
not to be complacent and rely too 
much on their established position and 
technology. ccTLDs will have to invest in 
R&D and work together on the naming 
space of  the future. CENTR is supporting 
this effort through its R&D workshop.”

APTLD / Asia Pacific 

APTLD works as the forum of  information 
exchange regarding technological and 
operational issues of  domain name 
registries in Asia Pacific region. Also, 
as an interface to other international 
Internet coordinating bodies, APTLD 
fosters and elevates participation of  
AP ccTLDs in these global fora, as well 
as acting in the best interest of  APTLD 
members in global Internet policy 
making process.
During 2012, APTLD has launched 
a new website with a better access 

REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

EUROPE, 
ASIA PACIFIC, 
AFRICA: 
CHALLENGES 
FOR 2013

Jonathan Tat on Shea, 
chair de APTLD and head 
at ccTLD .hk Hong Kong

Peter Vergote, chair of  CENTR 
and Legal & Administrator 
Manager at .BE
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control for members and more 
updated information. CENTR and 
APTLD are sharing the same website 
framework, which is a good example 
of  the cooperation between regional 
organizations.
Among other news, APTLD has introduced 
a new logo, it has formed several 
working groups -IDN Transliterated TLD 
WG, Registry gateway project WG and 
DNS operational guidelines WG- and it 
has initiated several new organizational 
guidelines. Also, APTLD outreached to 
“stan countries” – which belong to AP 
region according to ICANN definition, 
first time in our history. 
Like his European peer, Jonathan Tat 
on Shea, chair de APTLD and head 
at ccTLD of  Hong Kong .hk, says that 
one main challenge for ccTLDs is the 
impact of  new gTLDs. “For ccTLD 
managers, the question is whether new 
gTLDs will lead to more competition or 
create new opportunities. For APTLD, 
the question is whether to embrace 
the new IDN ccTLDs and new gTLDs. 
We have launched a member survey to 
get members’ view on how to deal with 
the changes. We also contracted an 
independent researcher to conduct a 
research on membership eligibility for 
members’ consideration. We are going 
to have further discussions in coming 
APTLD members’ meetings”,  he says.

AFTLD / Africa

The African Top Level Domains 
Organization (AFTLD) was established 
in 2002 to act as a focal point for 
African Country Code Top Level Domain 
(ccTLD) managers with the broad aim 
to develop, coordinate, and present a 
unified approach from the Africa region 
on issues related to the Domain Name 
System. 
Since then, AFTLD has also worked with 
the other regional TLD organisations 
(ROs), APTLD, CENTR and LACTLD, on 
meetings of  cooperation, research into 

ccTLDs, Internet Governance, among 
others.
During this year AFTLD organized a 
successful training workshop in French 
for Francophone ccTLDs in Africa and it 
has also organized its annual meeting,  
that had a diverse program covering 
policy, marketing, legal and regulatory 
issues as well as technical sessions. 
One of  the key outcomes of  the AFTLD 
annual meeting in 2012 was the 
unveiling of  a project proposal for a 
ccTLD and DNSSEC Program for Africa 
by the Internet Society based on earlier 
AFTLD research, which is in the process 
of  implementation with AFTLD. 
In addition, proposals were also made 
during the annual meeting to amend 
the associations’ by-laws to enable IDN 
ccTLDs to join as full members. 
“Many of  the ccTLDs in Africa are small 
and face challenges in capacity building 
and sustainability. AFTLD holds regular 
training workshops to assist ccTLDs to 
build capacity.
AFTLD hosted a registry operators’ 
course in collaboration with the Sudan 
Internet Society and the .SD ccTLD 
registry from 24 - 29 November 2012 
alongside with the 17th AfriNIC meeting. 
It plans to hold similar workshops in 
Nigeria and Madagascar in 2013”,  said 
Paulos B Nyirenda, president of  AFTLD 
and the ccTLD de Malawi .MW.

The heads of  CENTR, 
APTLD y AFTLD talk about 
the achievement they have 
reached during this year 
and said that the main 
challenge ahead is the 
arrival of  the new gTLDS.

Paulos Nyirenda, 
president of  AFTLD and 
ccTLD .mw Malawi
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Discussions on Internet governance 
took a much more concrete shape 
with the 2012 World Conference on 
International Telecommunications 
(WCIT). Not since the 2005 World 
Summit on the Information Society 
(WSIS, Tunisia) had there been such 
a positive environment for a debate on 
communications, even though many 
Internet community stakeholders saw 
such debate as a threat. Consolidating 
the positions of  actors involved in 
Internet architecture and development 
(businesses, civil society, technical 
community, and governments) 
demanded solid advocacy work on 
the part of  these actors toward the 
definition of  Internet features, as 
well as a discussion of  the Web’s 
differences from and affinities 
with other technologies (mainly 
telephony). This process also entailed 

rekindling the dialogue about the most 
appropriate modes of  governance for 
communications in general. 
During the last few months a manifest 
tension has emerged that materializes 
the clash between at least two major 
logics of  communication – the one 

underlying the telephony system, 
and the one underlying Internet 
architecture. Each has different 
implications with regard to regulation 
and governance: multilateralism vs. 
multi-stakeholderism; the prevalence 
of  national over global; and closed 

The 2012 WCIT constituted a turning point in the debate on 
the operating principles and governance of  the Internet. A 
packed agenda for the 2013 meeting ensures the continuity 
of  negotiations.

During the last few months a manifest 
tension has emerged that materializes 
the clash between at least two major 
logics of  communication – the one 
underlying the telephony system, 
and the one underlying Internet 
architecture. 

REASONS TO 
GET INVOLVED 
WITH INTERNET 
GOVERNANCE: 
TOPICS & AGENDA

By Carolina AguerreDOCUMENTS
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vs. open and vertical vs. horizontal 
models. None of  the components 
of  these dichotomies, however, may 
be entirely subsumed into either 
logic, and there is a spectrum 
between the two poles. Furthermore, 
technological convergence and 
integrated models of  Internet access 
should be added to this scenario. 
Internet protocols and their 
decentralized, open architecture, 
which follows the principle that 
intelligence is located at the edges, 
have generated forms of  governance 
and coordination suitable for a 
technology with these distinctive 
features.
WCIT attendants discussed 
definitions and criteria associated 
with present-day operating principles 
of  the Internet as well as its governance 
model. The new scenario poses 
manifold challenges to traditional 
models of  intergovernmental, 
multilateral regulation. ITR updating 
provided an opportunity to adapt 
communications governance to the 
new environment, since the treaty’s 
regulations apply to a wide range 
of  areas. These include traffic flows 
between communications network 
operators, quality of  international 
services, international routing, 
allocation, charging and billing 
among operators, new approaches 
and priorities regarding health 

in communications, and network 
security and protection. 
Nevertheless, the second WCIT 
generated a division within the Latin 
American and Caribbean region 
since Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica 
and Peru did not agree to sign the 
treaty since, amongst other results, 
the Internet and its governance were 
finally included which generated a rift 
amongst Member States (it was only 
voted by 89 out of  the 152 delegations 
that attended the meeting).
The Internet Governance agenda 
was finally included during the day 
before last of  the conference in at 
least four ways:

• “Authorized Operating Agencies” 
were included in the ITU’s 
institutional mandate which in the 
previous treaty only encompassed 
“Operating Agencies”;

• Spam control, named as 
“unsolicited electronic bulk 
communication”, which broadens 
ITU’s authority into the content 
layer;

• State interference, both 
individually and collectively, to 
guarantee security and robustness 
of  international communications 
networks. This opens up the 
possibility of  unilateral acts of  a 
member State to intervene with 
Internet networks.

WSIS + 10   
A business meeting in 
preparation for the tenth 
anniversary of  the World 
Summit on the Information 
Society (WSIS) will take place 
on February 25-27, 2013. This 
meeting, entitled WSIS+10: 
Towards Knowledge Societies 
for Peace and Sustainable 
Development, will be run by 
UNESCO along with UNGIS (the 
United Nations Group on the 
Information Society). 
A methodical review of  the 
implementation of  the outcomes 
of  the WSIS will take place for the 
first time in 2013, followed by 
two meetings in 2014 organized 
by ITU. The February meeting 
will be devoted to discussing 
emerging topics related to 
the Information Society and 
drafting recommendations that 
will be included in a plan of  
action beyond 2015. In 2015 
the United Nations General 
Assembly will review outcome 
implementation for the first 
decade of  work. WSIS goals and 
objectives are aligned with the 
Millennium Development Goals.

WSIS Forum 2013
The 2013 WSIS Forum, which 
will take place on May 13-17, 
will be hosted by UNGIS and ITU 
in Geneva. As is customary, the 
forum will be a multi-stakeholder 
meeting to review the fulfillment 
of  WSIS objectives. UNECLAC is 
promoting this dialogue.

continues on next page

WHAT’S COMING FOR 2013
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5th World Telecommunication/
ICT Policy Forum (WTPF)
It will be held on May 14-16 in 
Geneva, with a Strategic Dialogue 
Session on the 13th. This forum 
was established in 1994 as a 
multi-stakeholder, open space. 
Being less formal than traditional 
ITU conferences, it favors 
dialogue aiming to understand 
emerging issues. In the post-
WCIT scenario this forum will be 
particularly critical to effecting 
the ITR revisions that were 
proposed in Dubai.

6th LAC-IGF   
The 6th regional pre-IGF meeting 
for Latin America and the 
Caribbean will take place in 
September (date and place to 
be defined), and will maintain 
the format of  discussions and 
thematic working groups. The 
themes, suggested by the IGF, 
are as follows: Access and 
Diversity; Security, Openness, 
and Privacy; Critical Internet 
Resources; Internet Governance 
and Development; Emerging 
Topics; and Taking Stock and 
the Way Forward.

8th Internet Governance Forum
The 8th Internet Governance 
Forum will be held in Bali in 
late October. This meeting 
will modify its structure, in 
particular with regard to current 
guidelines for major sessions 
and workshops. 

ICANN in 2013
It will preserve its pattern of  
three annual meetings: ICANN 
46, April 7-11 in Beijing; ICANN 
47, July 14-18 in Durban; and 
ICANN 48, November 17-21 in 
Latin America.

• A proposal was adopted to promote 
the development of  the Internet in 
general terms.

Pending Issues

The road map for 2013 has been 
influenced by some of  the major 
contentious topics addressed during 
the WCIT. One of  these topics is 
related to the principles of  routing 
IP traffic flows which is currently 
based on the “best-effort” rather 
than on the “quality of  service” 
principle. Several operators in the 
telecommunications sector are 
seeking to impose alternative models 
for Internet services akin to the one 
used in telephony, such as the “sender 
party pays” principle. Regardless of  
the outcome of  the WCIT, this topic 
will remain on the agenda because 
network infrastructure operators 
cannot obtain the same benefits they 
did in the past but still bear most of  
the infrastructure investment costs.
Cyber-security issues will also 
continue to be negotiated beyond the 
WCIT. Combating spam, malware, 
and attacks on the network has been 
a concern of  Internet community 
stakeholders and governments for 
years. While these topics have been 
magnified by discussions connected 

with this meeting, they will still be 
part of  multi-stakeholder coordination 
efforts currently being made to 
tackle various aspects of  Internet 
governance. 
It is essential for ccTLDs to continue 
monitoring Internet governance 
processes at every forum, and to do 
so in conjunction with the Internet 
community of  each country or 
region. Cyber-security initiatives 
constitute the gateway to content 
control. Registries need to follow this 
issue closely, because it might have 
consequences for the DNS routing 
process and affect domain names in 
some countries and regions.

It is essential 
for ccTLDs 
to continue 
monitoring 
Internet 
governance 
processes at 
every forum.
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Domain name registrations 
worldwide amount to approximately 
245 million. Forty-two percent of  
these registrations correspond to 
ccTLDs, and 58% to gTLDs (Centr, 
DomainWire2012/2). The total 
number of  domain names registered 
by ccTLDs around the world grew by 
18.5% between October 2011 and 
October 2012 (Versign Industry Brief, 
Oct 2012). 
The twenty largest ccTLDs in terms 
of  number of  registered domains 
represent 70% of  the total domain 
volume. Among them are three 
registries in the Latin American 
and Caribbean region, .br, .ar, and 
.co, which rank eighth, ninth, and 
nineteenth respectively. Of  the 
remaining seventeen ccTLDs, eleven 
are in Europe, four in Asia and 
Oceania, and two in North America. 
After .cn (the ccTLD for the People’s 
Republic of  China), .co is the registry 
with the largest year-to-year growth 
among the twenty largest ones, and 
.br the third. Between September 
2011 and September 2012, the 
former grew 25.1%, and the latter 
15% (CentrDomainWire, 2012/2). 

DOMAINS: 
EVOLUTION 
AND TRENDS 

1 Data for the September 2011-September 2012 period, while those for LAC correspond to the October 2011-October 2012 period.

The international and regional context of  the growth 
of  domain names in ccTLDs.

Regional Overview

In October 2012 regional ccTLDs 
that are LACTLD members totaled 
8,742,114 domain names. This 
figure entails a year-to-year growth of  
16.5%. While it is showing signs of  
slowing down (as we shall see later), 
such growth is significant if  we take 
into account that European ccTLDs 
experienced a year-to-year expansion 
of  7.9% (CentrDomainWire 2012/2).  
A general approximation by size 
to LACTLD members allows us to 
identify three groups: 1) registries 
with more than 70,000 domains; 2) 
registries that have between 10,000 
and 70,000; and 3) registries with 
less than 10,000 domains. With 
regard to the first group (Figure 1), 
it is worth noting that .br, .ar, .mx, 
and .cl have historically been the 
largest ccTLDs in the region. Yet in 
the last three years .co has become 
one of  the three leading registries 
in size and the first one in growth 
rate. The incorporation of  .uy into 
the ccTLDs with more than 70,000 
domains arises from the policy 
change introduced in June 2012 – the 
number of  domains doubled thanks 
to the implementation of  second-
level registration. Nonetheless, we 

must wait till mid-2013 to observe 
the final outcome of  this change. 

Figure 1: ccTLD Share in LAC Domain 
Name Registration.

The group of  ccTLDs that have 
between 10,000 and 70,000 domains 
(Figure 2) includes some of  the 
registries with the highest dynamism 
regarding year-to-year relative growth 
rate. Such is the case of  .do, .py, and 
.gt.
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Figure 2: ccTLD Share in LAC Domain 
Name Registration.

Regarding the smallest ccTLDs in 
the region, many of  which are in 
the Caribbean, .pa shows a unique 
dynamism. Its year-to-year growth rate 
for the October 2011-October 2012 
period was 17%. This is also true for 
.ai and .cw. It is worth mentioning that 
the latter started registering domains 
in February 2012. 

Figure 3: ccTLD Share in LAC Domain 
Name Registration – Registries with 
Less than 10,000 Domains, October 
2012

The region’s marked heterogeneity 
concerning population size and 
geographic location partially explains 
differences regarding the number 
of  domain names registered by 
each ccTLD. It is crucial to consider, 
however, that ccTLD size is also tied 
to socioeconomic variables such as 
per capita GNP and Internet access, 
as well as to each registry’s expansion 
and positioning strategies, including 
the price variable. These strategies 
may be geared to the global or the 
domestic market.
As to regional ccTLD development, 
the five registries with highest 
percentage growth between October 
2011 and October 2012 are .py, with 
an expansion of  41.43%, .co, with 
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26.4%, .gt, with 25.5%, and .uy, with 
17.9%.  They all surpass the regional 
year-to-year average measured 
between October 2011 and October 
2012, which was 16.5%.

Figure 4: Monthly Relative Growth 
Rate - Base 100, October 2011

If  we look at growth rates in the 
last year broken down by two-month 
periods, we will notice a drop from 
June 2012 on. Between September 
and October the average growth was 
1.58%, compared to 2.14% during 
the same period in 2011.

Figure 5: Average Bimonthly Domain 
Growth in LAC ccTLDs.
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2 The growth of  .uy was considered based on a ratio that weights domain name growth 
without taking into account the increase due to the implementation of  second-level 
registration in June 2012.
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MORE SECOND-
LEVEL DOMAINS

Shorter domains are becoming a 
necessity. There are several registries 
that have already made it possible to 
implement second-level domains. Below 
is the latest news on this matter.

.gt Domain: Implementation started 
with a sunrise period that lasted from 
March 19 to May 28. For the first two 
weeks only customers with a valid 
third-level domain were eligible, and 
applications were limited to domain 
names equivalent to already registered 
third-level domain names, including 
IDNs. For instance, the administrative 
contact for lapiz.com.gt was allowed 
to apply for lápiz.com.gt and/or lapiz.
gt and/or lápiz.gt. Once the deadline 
passed cases were reviewed one by 
one. Eligible domains were reserved 
in the system for thirty days, and 
administrative contacts were notified so 
that customers could pay for two years. 
The annual fee was USD 40 for domestic 
registrants and USD 60 for foreign 
registrants. To avoid coincidences, 
priority was given to the oldest third-
level domain names. Six hundred and 
thirty-one domains were reserved after 
being reviewed, 70.5% of  which (445) 
were eventually registered.
The second level was opened to the 
general public on May 29 under the “first 

come, first served” policy. Two hundred 
and twenty-six second-level domains 
were registered that day. By November 
23 1,628 second-level domains had 
been registered, that is, 13% of  total 
registered domains.

.sv Domain: The sunrise period to 
reserve second-level domains lasts 
from October 1 to December 31 of  
this year. At first it was broadcast 
only among current third-level domain 
registrants under .sv, who were given 
priority regarding the reservation of  the 
corresponding second-level domains.
During the sunrise period (whose 
deadline was published) those 
interested may reserve their second-
level domains by sending a special 
application to a certain e-mail address. 
After the validation of  third-level 
duplicate domain names and reserved 
words, among other factors, applicants 
are allowed to pay the fee for the amount 
of  years they desire.
Once this process ends the registry 
will be activated, which will occur 
simultaneously on January 1 2013 for 
all reserved and approved domains. 
On that same day second-level domain 
registration will be open to the general 
public.

.uy Domain: Second-level domain name 
registration opened on July 10 2012. 
At the same time, it is still possible 
to register domain names under the 
following subdomains: gub.uy, mil.uy, 
edu.uy, org,uy, net.uy, and com.uy. 
To preserve the eventual rights of  the 
holders of  existing domain names 
under these subdomains, an ex-officio 
registration mechanism was established 
whereby all domain names that existed 
by June 10 2012 were registered under 
.uy directly and for free for one year. 
When a name existed in more than 
one subdomain (1.8% of  all registered 
names), government agencies took 
precedence, and the rest of  the names 
were ranked based on how long they 
had been registered (in these cases 
the holder’s explicit acceptance was 
requested).
Applications to register for .uy second-
level domain names may be filed 
both through the SeCIU (Centralized 
Information Technology Services) 
itself  and through ANTEL (National 
Telecommunications Administration). 
Other national registrars will be 
authorized in the near future. New 
second-level domain names must have 
an established residence in Uruguay.

NEWS

During 2012, .gt, .sv y .uy modified their registry policy 
on second level domains.
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.ar AND .cl
TURNED A QUARTER 
OF A CENTURY

.ar and .cl, two of  the largest registries 
in the region turned twenty five years 
throughout 2012. LACTLD wishes them 
a happy anniversary and great projects 
for the future. The following are some 
lines to commemorate their landmarks.

Argentina: in full renovation

The history of  NIC Argentina began in 
1987 with the computerization project 
of  the Argentine Ministry of  Foreign 
Affairs, which created MREC.AR, the first 
“.ar” domain that generated the first 
network communication in the country. 
Twenty-five years later, last September 
26, it celebrated another anniversary in 
full growth.
Since its origins, and under the 
supervision of  the Ministry of  
Foreign Affairs and Culture, it worked 
relentlessly, generating improvements 
on the interface, promoting new services 
and regulations for the benefit of  the 
users, as well as more efficient and 
faster electronic transfers. In 1998 
it performed an implementation of  
Internationalized Domain Names (IDNs).
In 2011 the National Registry of  
Internet Domains was created under the 
direction of  Dr. Gustavo Justich, in order 
to manage the Argentine ccTLD. The 
new proposal raised a visual, technical 
and communicational renovation that is 
part of  the visual identity redesign, the 
“punto .ar” website which is a medium 
for the daily communication with users, 
the social network presence and the new 

development of  the registration system 
which will simplify domain management 
and will prioritize security. 
.ar domains are more than 2.400.000, 
which means the greatest percentage 
of  domain registries regarding the 
population of  the entire region.

Chile: up to global trends.

For NIC.cl, its first 25 years acknowledge 
the contribution of  the University of  
Chile to the country and to the global 
community since it has been able to 
respond consistently and in a reliable 
way to the challenge of  providing digital 
identity of  the country on the Internet. 
Twenty-five years ago, the vision of  
a group of  academics allowed Chile 
to be in the upfront in research and 
application of  Internet address systems 
based on domain names.
“There are many learned lessons on 
the possible uses of  Internet networks 
that we have shared with the national 
community, providing solutions for 
Digital Chile needs, like the electronic 
bill and number portability, among 
others, that have come true through 
NIC Chile Research Labs projects”, says 
Patricio Poblete, NIC Chile’s director.
This anniversary is a demonstration of  the 
recognition of  the huge support given to 
the University of  Chile, which generated 
the conditions for this project to come 
true by constituting an unprecedented 
and successful “spin-off”. 
The first quarter of  its century finds NIC 

Chile working to insure the technical 
robustness of  its services, better and 
friendlier procedures and actively 
joining and participating in regional 
and global discussions concerning the 
future of  the Internet.
NIC Chile is developing its policies 
and procedures to align with global 
industry trends, which will allow, among 
other changes, that a domain name 
becomes registered at the time it is 
requested and paid, thus eliminating 
the processing period of  today. Other 
areas include the adaptation of  the 
existing dispute resolution system and 
adopting the EPP protocol, which will 
allow .cl to be marketed worldwide, 
through international registrars.
In order to celebrate its anniversary, the 
past 5th June it organized a ceremony at 
the Cultural Center Gabriela Mistral, in 
Santiago de Chile, which was attended by 
representatives and digital development 
actors of  the country, Latin America and 
the Caribbean. 
The meeting served to review the 
major achievements in this quarter 
of  a century, consecrating staff  and 
board members who have worked from 
the beginning and receiving guest 
speakers who accounted for NIC Chile’s 
contribution towards Internet growth 
and stability.
An institutional memoir that sums up 
and presents it’s most relevant facts 
and developments is available in the 
following link: http://www.nic.cl/doc/
memoria25  

NEWS

Celebration and future projects.
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(c) Acquired by LACTLD from Elva Tocunaga
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LACTLD,
TOGETHER
WE KEEP
ON GROWING

With our new Report 
we initiate a new era 
of networking and 
we keep on 
strengthening bonds.

Who we are: one by 
one, the registries 
introduce 
themselves

Address: Rbla Rep. de México 6125, CP 11400, 
Montevideo, Uruguay
Tel.: + 598 2604 2222* (General Contact) 
Email: contacto@lactld.org
www.lactld.org

ICANN's new 
strategy: columns by 
Fadi Chehadé and 
Rodrigo de la Parra
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